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(3) 
The Firſt Paper. 


H E Diſcourſe we had the other Day, I hope; 
ſacisfied you in the main, that Chriſt can h.:e 
but one Church here upon Earth, and I bcli-vc 
that 1t 1 as viſible as that the Scripture is in 
| Print: That none can be that Church, but 
that, which is called the Roman Catholick Church. I think you 
need not trouble your ſelf with entring into that Ocean of 
- particular Diſputes, when the main, and, in truth, the 0: 
Queſtion is 5 Where that Church is, which we profeſs to be- 
lieve in the two Creeds { We declare to believe ore Catilich. 
and Apoſtolick Church, and it is not left to every phantaſtical 
mans head to belteve as he pleaſes, but to the Church, to-whum 
Chriſt left the Power upon Earth to govern us-in matters of 
Faith. who made theſe Creeds for our direftions. It were a 
very irrational thing to make Laws for a Country, and leave 
it to the Inhabitants, to be the Interpreters and Judges of thoſe 
Laws; For then every man will be his own Judge, and by con - 
ſequence no ſuch thing as either right or wrong. Can we there- 
fore ſuppoſe that God Almighty would leave us at tho uncer- 
tainties, as to give ns a Rule to go by, & leave every man to be 
his own Judge? I do ask any ingenuous man, whether it he 
not the ſame thing to follow our own Phancy, or to interpret 
the Scripture by it? I would have any man ſhew me, where 
the Power of deciding matters of Faith is given to every Parti- 
cular man, Chriſt left his Power to his Church even to forgive 
Sins in Heaven, and left his Spirit with them, which they exer- 
cid after his Reſurrexion: Firſt by his Apoſtles in thefe 
Creeds, and many years after by the Council ai Nice, where 
that Creed was made that 1s called by that name, aid by the 
Power which they had received from Chriſt. they were the 
Judges even of the Scripture it {If many years after the Apo- 
ſtles, which Books were Canonical and which were not. And 
if they had this Power then, I deſire to know how they came 
to loſe it, and by what Authority men ſeparate themizci: es 
fron hat Church ? The only pretence [ ever hearqg of, was, 
was. becauſe the Church has failed in wreſting and 1aterpret- 
nz, .he Scripture contrary to the true ſenſ2 and meaning ct 17, 
aid that they have impored Arti: les of Faith upon us, whicn 
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+re not to be warranted by Gods Word? I do defire to know 

ho is to be Judge of thar, whether the whole Church, the 
cncceſſion whereof has continued to this day without inter- 
Zuption, Or Particular men who have raiied'Schiſms for theer 
on advantage ? 


T].i: is a true Cory of a Pager 1 found in the Ime King my 
Brothers Strong Box, written in his own Hand, 


JAMES R, 
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The Second Paper, 


T is a ſad thing to conſider what a world of Hereſics are 
crept into this Nation; Every man thinks himſelf as 
competent a Judge of the Scriptures as the very Apoſtles 

themſelves ; and *tis no wonder that it ſhould be fo, ſince that 
part of the Nation, which looks moit like a Church, dares not 
bring the true Arguments againlt the other Sects, for fear they 
ſhov!d be turned againſt themſelves, and contated by their own 
Arguments. The Church of England (as "uS call'd) would 
fain have it thought, that th2y are the Judges in matrers Spi- 
rituz}, and yct darc not fay politively that there is no Appeal 
from them ; for either they mult ſay, that they are Infallible 
(which they cannot pretend to) or confeſs that what they de- 
cide in matters of Conſcience, is no further to be followed, 
then it agrees with every mans private Judgment. If Chriſt 
did leave a Church here upon Eartn, and we were all once of 
that Church, how, and by what Authority, did we ſeparate 
from that Church ? It the Power cf Interpreting of Scripture 
DC 1N every mans brain, what need have we of a Church or 
Church-men? To what parpoſe atd our Saviour, after he kad 
1vcn his Apoſttes Power to bind and Zofe in Heaven and E arth, 
add to it, that he would be with them even to the End of the Vorld? 
Thele words were not 4poken paraboitcally, or by way of Fi- 
gure. Chriſt was then aſcending into his Glory, and left his 
Power with his Church even ro the end of the World. We have 
2.1 theſe hunared years paſt, the ſad <ff-Q of denying to the 
- 4.h hat Pewer 1n matters Splritval, wit! out an Appeal. 

..- © -untry Can: ſubliſt in peace or quiet, where there is not 
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a Supream Judgefrom whence there can be no Appeal > Gan 
there be any Juſtice done where the Offenders are their own 
Judges, and cqual Interpreters of the Law, with thoſe that are 
appointed to adminiſter Juſtice ? T his is our Caſe here in F;:- 
gland 1n matters Spiritual; for the Proteſtants are not of the 
Church of England, as ?tis the true Church from whence there 
can be no Appeal ; but becauſe the Diſcipline of that Church 
ts conformable at that preſent to their fancies, which as ſoon 
as It ſhall contradict or vary from, they are ready to embrace 
or joyn with the next Confregation of People, whoſe Diſci- 
Þline and Worſhip agrees with their opinion at that time ; i 
that according to this Doctrine there 1s no other Church, nor 
Interpreter of Scripture but that which lies in every mans gid- 
dy brain. I dclire to know therefore of every {crious conlide- 
rer of theſe things, whether the great work of our . Salvation 
ought to depend upan ſuch a Sandy Foundation as this ? Did 
Chriſt ever ſay to the Civil Magiſtiate (much lels to rhe Peo- 
ple) that he would be with them to the end of the IVorld ? Or, did 
he give them the Power to forgive S$iz7s * St. Pail tells the Co- 
rinthians, Te are Gods Husbandry, ye are Gods Building ;, we are 
Labourers with God. This ſhews who are the Labourcrs, and 
who are the Husbandry and Building : And in this whole Chap- 
ter, and in the preceding one, S. Paz takes great pains to ict 
forth that they, the Clergy, bave the Spirit of God, withour which 
no man ſearcherh the deep things of God ;, and he concludeth the 
Chapter with this Verſe, For who hath known the And of the. 
Lord, that he may inſtrutt him? But we have the Mind of Chriſt. 
Now if we do but conſider in hamane probability and reaſon, 
the Powers Chriſt leaves to his Church 1n the Goſpel, ani St. 
Paul explains fo diſtinCtly afterwards, we cannot tnink that 
our Saviour ſaid 21l theſe things to no purpoſe ; And pray con= - 
ſider. on the other ſide, that thoſe, who re{iit rhe. Truth, and * 
will not ſubmit to his Church, draw their Arguments from Im- 
Þliications, and far fetch'd interpretations, at the ſame time 
that they deny plain and polttive words ; which 1s fo great a 
Difngenuity, that "tis not almoſt to be thought that they can 
believe themſelves. Is there any other Foundation of the Pro- 
tcſtant.Churci), but that if the Civil Magiſtrate pleaſe, he may 
call ſuch of the Clergy as he thinks fit for his tarn at that tine; 
and tura the 'Church cither to Presbyrery, Trdependency, Or iN» 
deed what he pleaſes ? This was the way of our pretenacd 
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Reformation here 11 Emnglvnd ; and by the ſame Rule and Au- 


thor ity it may be altered into as many more Shapes and Forms 
25 there are Fancies in mens Heads. 


T his is a true Copy of a Paper written by the late King my 
Brother in in hs own Hand, which 1 fornd in bis Cloſet. 


JAMES R. 
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A Copy of a Paper written by the late Dutcheſs 
of York. 


T is ſo Reaſonable to expe&t, that a perſon always bred np 
in the Church of Ergland, and as well tn{tructed 1n the 


A the PDodtrine of ir, as the beſt Divines, and her capacity 
- could make her, ſhoula be liable to many cenſures, for leaving 

That, and making her ſelf a Member of the Ryman Catholick. 
- Church,to which,I confeſs, I was one of the greateſt Enemies it 

ever had ; That I chooſe rather to endeavour to ſatishe my 
Friends, by reading this Paper, then to have the trouble, ro 
anſwer ail the Queſtions that may daily be asked me: Ard 
firſt, I do proteſt in the preſence of Almighty God ; That no 
. Perſon, Man or Woman, directly, nor indirectly, ever faid any 

thing to me (lince I came into England) or uſed the leaſt en- 
deavour to make me change my Religion : It is a Blcfſing I 
wholly owe to Almighty God, and I hope the hearing of a 
Prayer I daily made him, ever fince 1 was in Fraxce, and Elaz- 
ders; Where ſeeing much of the Devotion of the Catholicks 
(tho I had very little my felf) I made it my continual: requeſt 
to Almighty God ; Thar, if I were not; I might, before I dicd, 
be 1n the true Religion : I did not in the leaſt doudr, but that 1 
was ſo, and never had any manner of fcruple ti]l Noventer 
laſt; when reading a Book. called rhe Hiſtory of che R formarion, 
by Dottor Heyiin, which I had heard very much co.mended, 
. and had been told, if ever I had any doubt in my Religion, 

that would ſettle me ; Inſtead of which, I found it Lie deicrip- 
tion of the horrideſt Sacrilcdges i; -! World , And could 
hd no reaſon, why we left the Churcii, bur for three the moſt 
Abominable ones, that were ever heard of amongſt Chr ſtians : 
Firſt, ferry the Eighth Renounces the Pope's Auttority , 


becauſe 
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becauſe he would not give him leave to part with his Wife,and 
Marry another, in her life-time : Secondly, Edward the Sixth 
was a Child, and govern'd by his Uncle, who made his Eſtate 
out of Church Lands. And then Queen Elizabeth, who being 
no Lav ful Beirefs to the Crown,could have no way to keep It, 
but by Renouncing a Church that could never ſuffer ſo unlaw- 
ful a thi'g to be done by one of Her Children, I confeſs 1 - 
cannot thirk the Holy Ghoſt could ever be in ſuch Counſels ; 
and it 1s very ſtrange, that if the Biſhops had no deſign, but (as 
they ſay) the reſtoring us to the DoCftrine of the Primitive 
Church; they ſhould never think upon it, till Herry the eighth 
male the Breach upon fo unlawful a Pretence. Theſe Scruples 
being raiſed, I begun to conſider of the difterence between the 
Catholicks and Us; and Examin*d them as well as I conld by 
the Holy Scripture, which, I do not pretend to be able to vn- 
derſtand, yer, there are ſome things I found ſo caſfie, that I can- 
not but wonder, 1 had been ſo long without finding them out : 
As the Real Freſerce in be Bleſſed Sacrament, the 1nfallibility of 
rhe Church, Conf«{ſion, and Praying for the Dead. After this, | 
ſpoke ſeverally ro Two of the beſt Biitops we have in England, Sheldon A. B, 
who both told me, there were many things in- the Roman ® Cnr. 
Church, which (it were very much to be withed) we had kept ;  06-antr ag | 
As Confteſhon, which was, no doubt Commanded by God : . 
That Praying for the Dead was one of the Ancient things in 
Chriſtianity : Thar for their parts, they did ir daily, though 
they would not own it : And afterwards, preſſing one of them 
very much upon the other Points, he told me, That if he had ;., jc. 1 5; 
been bred a Catholick he would not change his Religion ; bur, of worcefter. 
that being of another Churciz, wherein, he was ſure, were all 
things neceſſary to Salvation, he thought it very 111,co give that 
Scandal, as to leave that Church wherein he had received his 
Baptiſm. 

All theſe Diſcourſes did but add more to the delire I had, to 
be a Cachovlick, and gave me the moſt terrible Agomes tn the 
World. within my ſe!f. For all this, fearing to be raſh in a 
matter of chan Weight, 1 did all I could to fatisfie my felt; 
mad- it my Daily Prayer to Gad, to ſettle me in the Right, 
anc 10 WerL ON « hrifimze-day WIC IN The King's Chappel; 
af-cr ich, | was more :roubled then ever, and could never. 
be it: qui*t, til 1 had toid my delire- to a Catholick, who- - 
brought a Prieſt to me, and that was the Firſt I ever did on. 
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verſe with; upon my Word- The more I ſpoke to him, the 
more I was confirm®d in my deſign , and, as it is impoſſible 
for me to doubt of the Words of our Bleſled Saviour, wha 
ſays, the Holy Sacrament 1s his Body and Blood, ſo I cannot 
Believe. that He who is the Author of all truth, and who has 
promis'd ro be with hy C hurch to the End of the World, would 
permit them to give that Holy Myitery to the Lalety but in 
one kind, if it were not Lawtful fo to do. 

| am not able, or, if I were, would 1 enter into diſputes with 
any Body ; 1 only in ſhort, ſay this tor the changing of my Re- 
ligion, which I take God to Witneſs I would never have done, 
if I had thought it poſſible to {ave my Soul otherwife. I think, 
I need not ſay, it is-any Intereſt in this World leads me to it : 
It will be plain enough to cyery body, that I mult loſe all the 
Friends, and Credit I have here, by it; and have very well 
weighed, which I could beſt part with, my ſhare in this world, 
or the next : I thank God I found no difficulty in the Choice, 

My only Prayer is, that the poor Catholicks of this Nation, 
way not ſuffer for my being of their Religion : That God 


would but give me Patience to bear them, and then, ſend me 


any afflictions in this World, ſo I may enjoy a Bleſſed Eternity 
. hereafter. 


St. James's Ants, 
20th, 16 60, 


